
Primary 

Assessment at 

Key Stage 1



What 

assessment 

looks like in KS1

As teachers we are constantly assessing 

children. 

 Marking

 Observing

 Questioning

Testing is also used regularly to check how 

children are progressing towards age-

related targets and to inform us, as 

teachers, where the gaps and next steps in 

learning are.

This is an ongoing process which all 

teachers, regardless of year group, will 

carry out.



End of Key Stage assessment

 Year 2 is the end of a Key Stage.  

 At the end of the Key Stage children are more formally 

assessed through Standard Assessment Tests (SATs).

 These results are reported to the Local Authority.



Statutory 

Assessment 

Tests at KS1

English reading test consisting of 2 papers:

 1 with text and questions combined. 

 1 more challenging text with the questions 
in a separate booklet.

 English grammar and punctuation test 

and a spelling test which is optional

Maths test consisting of 2 papers:

 1 with arithmetic questions

 1 with reasoning questions.

Writing is not ‘tested’. 

 The children complete moderated pieces 
of work throughout the year, until June.



Statutory 

Assessment 

Tests at KS1

 All children sit all papers unless due to a 

special educational need they are not 

able to carry out the test.

 All the tests are written and provided 

the children can access the easiest 

questions within the test they will sit it.

 They are not allowed to use 

mathematical equipment such as tens 

and ones sticks and hundred squares in 

the maths tests.

 If the school decide that the test is not 

suitable for a child to sit due to special 

educational needs, parents will be 

informed in writing and the school 
governing body will be informed of the 

decision.



Taking the tests

 All of the end of Key Stage assessments 
tests will take place during May.

 The children will work whenever possible 

in a small group setting within a familiar 

environment such as the Year 2 
classrooms.

 Children who find reading more difficult 

will be allowed a reader in the maths 

papers.

 Some children may work 1:1 with a 

Teaching Assistant during the tests if we 

feel that would be beneficial for them.



Taking the tests

 We keep the tests as low-key as possible 

with the children.

 The children become used to the 

format of the tests throughout the year, 

so much so, that during the official SATs 

assessments they often don’t realise 
they’ve completed them.

 We do not tell them they are sitting SATs 

so they just see it as another assessment.



English 

Reading 

Paper 1



English 

Reading 

Paper 2



Maths Paper 1



Maths Paper 2



Scaled scores

 When the children have completed the 

test, they will be marked within school 

by teachers here. 

 The children will achieve a ‘raw score’.

 The raw scores the children achieve in 

the tests will be converted to the scaled 

score.

 The outcomes of the test (whether 
children are working at expected level) 

will be worked out using the scaled 

score.

 Children achieving a scaled score of 

100 are working at the expected level 

for the end of the key stage.

 At the beginning of June, the 
government will produce the scaled 

scores. 



How will the 

children be 

graded?

 For English reading, writing and 

mathematics there are 3 standards:

 working towards the expected standard

 working at the expected standard

 working at greater depth within the 

expected standard.

 For science, there are 2 standards:

 working below the expected standard

 working at the expected standard



Teacher 

Assessment

 The tests are only part of the end of key 
stage assessment and are used to 

inform our teacher assessments.

 The test outcomes form one piece of 

strong evidence of independent work 
that a teacher must use when making 

their final teacher assessment 

judgement.

 Teachers will, in addition to the tests, use 

examples of children’s work and our 

own knowledge.



Some children 

will be working 

below the level 

of the key 

stage 

standards.

 Some children are working below the 

level of the Year Two National 

Curriculum. 

 Pre-Key Stage Standards will be used to 

assess your child if required.



Key dates

 KS1 tests must be taken in May 2023.

 The scaled scores will be released by 

the government at the beginning of 

June.

 The end of June is the school’s deadline 

for submitting KS1 teacher assessments 

to the Local Authority.

 Parents will be informed of their child’s 

teacher assessment by the end of the 

Summer Term. 



How can you 

help?

 Make sure your child has a good night’s sleep, a 
good breakfast and good attendance at school.

 We include details of our learning for the following 
week on the emailed Weekly Newsletter. Talk to 
your child about what they have learnt each 
week. You could practise these learning activities 
at home with your child at home.

 Useful resources can be found on the Year 2 page 
of the school website.

https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/page/?title=Year+2+Useful+Resources&pid=1392


How can you 

help?

Reading

 Focus on developing an enjoyment and love of 
reading. Enjoy stories together.

 Read with your child little and often and talk 
about the books they are reading. 

 The reading papers are as much about 
comprehension as decoding so your child 
needs lots of practise answering questions 
about what they have read, particularly using 
the text to answer questions rather than the 
picture. 

 The VIPERS questions printed in the reading 
diary are the types of questions your child will 
be presented with. Use these question starters 
to create your own questions for your child.

 Look up definitions of words.

 You may wish to purchase practise books.

 KS1 Maths and English Practice Papers

 KS1 Reading 10 minute Practice

 KS1 Maths 10 minute Practice

https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4667&type=pdf
https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4667&type=pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SATs-Maths-English-Practice-Papers/dp/0721716520/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AQA4FOKGDPA2&keywords=practise+sats+papers+ks1+schofield+and+sims&qid=1674751859&sprefix=practise+sats+papers+ks1+schofield+and+sims%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS1-SATs-Reading-10-Minute-Tests/dp/0721714986/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/262-8630351-9409950?pd_rd_w=AAcOf&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=DFVR29Z6CGGNXZVW26P4&pd_rd_wg=Hg9tg&pd_rd_r=4b9f4621-bbc3-4949-86da-eeba2b09587b&pd_rd_i=0721714986&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS1-SATs-Arithmetic-10-Minute-Tests/dp/0721714927/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_2/262-8630351-9409950?pd_rd_w=AAcOf&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=DFVR29Z6CGGNXZVW26P4&pd_rd_wg=Hg9tg&pd_rd_r=4b9f4621-bbc3-4949-86da-eeba2b09587b&pd_rd_i=0721714927&psc=1


How can you 

help?

Writing

 Give them opportunities to practise their writing. 
Some ideas include:

 keeping a diary / scrap book about what they do 
over the holidays which they can add written 
descriptions to. 

 Letters to family and friends

 Shopping lists

 Notes or reminders

 Stories

 Poems

 Write together

 Go back over the tricky words in the reading diary 
and copies sent home. Can your child still read 
and spell them?

Year 1 tricky words

Year 2 tricky words

 Remember good readers become good writers! 
Identify good writing features when reading, 
including vocabulary, sentence structure and 
punctuation.

 Apply the Year 2 spelling rules to games. 

https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4669&type=pdf
https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4668&type=pdf
https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4670&type=pdf
https://www.waterbeachschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4671&type=pdf


How can you 

help?

Maths

 Practise your child’s number bonds to 10 and 
20 and counting forwards and backwards from 
0 to 100.

 Know the 2x, 5x and 10x tables (1X2=2, 2X2=4 
etc) as well as counting in multiples (2,4,6,8,10 
etc).

 Help them learn to tell the time and encourage 
opportunities for this on an analogue clock. This 
is an abstract concept that is best practised 
little and often.

 Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around 
you.

 Identify, weigh or measure quantities and 
amounts, perhaps in recipes.

 Play games involving numbers such as 
dominoes and card games.

 You may wish to purchase practise books.

 KS1 Maths and English Practice Papers

 KS1 Maths 10 minute Practice

https://www.amazon.co.uk/SATs-Maths-English-Practice-Papers/dp/0721716520/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AQA4FOKGDPA2&keywords=practise+sats+papers+ks1+schofield+and+sims&qid=1674751859&sprefix=practise+sats+papers+ks1+schofield+and+sims%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS1-SATs-Arithmetic-10-Minute-Tests/dp/0721714927/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_2/262-8630351-9409950?pd_rd_w=AAcOf&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=DFVR29Z6CGGNXZVW26P4&pd_rd_wg=Hg9tg&pd_rd_r=4b9f4621-bbc3-4949-86da-eeba2b09587b&pd_rd_i=0721714927&psc=1


Questions

 Does anyone have any questions?



Thank you for coming.

 Please we remember, if you suddenly think of a 

question or have any concerns, please email 

and we will try our best to find an answer for 

you.

 Please spend some time looking through the 

past papers if you would like to.  
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